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November 28, 2018 
 
 
 
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich 
Archbishop of Chicago 
PO Box 1979  
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 
 
Dear Cardinal Cupich, 
 
I am reaching out to you on behalf of the parishioners of St. Joseph Catholic Church 
and myself. On Wednesday, November 14, our parish hosted Protecting God’s 
People, a panel discussion concerning the issues our Church faces today. This 
session was our first step in a journey of healing the pain caused by the sexual 
abuse scandal. 
 
We invited Mary Jane Doerr, Director for the Office of Protection for Children and 
Youth, Mayra Flores, Safe Environment Coordinator for the Office and Carrie 
Estrada, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker from the Children’s Advocacy Center of 
North and Northwest Cook County, to share a presentation and answer questions 
from the parishioners. We found the presentations to be very enlightening, 
particularly in learning the proactive stance that the Archdiocese has taken to 
address the issues of sexual abuse cases involving its clergy from previous decades 
and approaches used to ensure that all adults, whether working or volunteering in 
parishes involving children, have met the requirements to be compliant. 
 
Our parish community is currently left with some unanswered questions. We are 
asking you, as our Archbishop, to read the attached questions and respond with 
careful deliberation and courage. People are grieving from the betrayal and 
determined to address the hypocrisy. The Church’s slow pace in addressing the 
recent issues is causing an overwhelming amount of frustration within the people. 
Their faith in Christ and his Church has been shaken. Their trust in the Catholic 
Church’s leadership has been diminished.  Many question whether or not they should 
leave the Church altogether. 
 
 
 



 

 

We are grateful that you understand the importance of dealing with the sexual abuse 
crisis facing the Catholic Church. Protecting our young people should be a priority 
and growing the sanctity of the Church. This requires transparency from our clergy 
and lay leaders, an open ear to the laity and a dedicated mission for change.    
 
The parish of St. Joseph will continue to heal together and focus on growing a faith- 
based community rooted in love and respect. We appreciate your thorough response 
to these questions.  
 
Please be assured of my prayers and support. 
 
 
 
Father John Trout 
Pastor 
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